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A Forgotten Name: The Prominent Qing Collector Jing Qijun

Abstract: In the history of late Qing dynasty art collecting, several names
of important Chinese collectors come easily to mind. Yet, the literati-official Jing
Qijun, active in the mid and late nineteenth century, has long remained obscure.
But recently, an increasing number of artworks, especially paintings, calligra-
phies, and rubbings, have been found to bear his names and seals, demonstrating
the significance of this prominent collector and connoisseur to Chinese art histo-
ry. This paper attempts to explore the importance of the collector Jing Qijun
through his biography and his social intercourse with other contemporary litera-
ti-officials and collectors, and more importantly to conduct historical textural re-
search on his lifelong activity of collecting artworks. It may be inferred that Jing’
s intimate interaction with other late Qing bureaucratic-amateur collectors was
key to the large scale of his collecting and to his recognition as a discerning Qing
collector. The story of his collecting activities is a valuable component in recon-

structing the mechanisms of late Qing connoisseurship and collection.
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