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Intelligence is needed to glue disciplines together and make coherence among them, and art is the approach to realize this
intelligent process, to comprehend the world as a whole.

—Zhang Xiaoli

Zhang Xiaoli (b.1989) is a multidisciplinary artist whose paintings, drawings and prints transform the
techniques and materials of traditional Chinese ink painting to create nuanced, captivating works that are at
once playful and contemplative. The pictorial world of Zhang Xiaoli is composed of an amalgamation of classi-
cally-inspired landscapes, ancient games, as well as modern science and its mystical counterparts. Her eclectic
choice of subject matter partly stems from her unique experience at the Chinese University of Hong Kong,
where she majored in both Fine Arts and Biology. Supposed opposites, art, and science generate new harmonies
in Zhang’s creations and offer holistic ways to understand the world.

In Zhang’s interdisciplinary approach, elements from different domains, such as cosmology, physics, alchemy,
biology, and Chinese philosophy are synthesized together e to form a kind of mental “cabinet of curiosities.”
The series Spiritual Wunderkammern adopts this strategy to explore clashing ideologies in an age of information
overload. By juxtaposing classical landscapes with modern inventions and scientific references, Zhang’s virtual
wunderkammer searches for affinities between these seemingly contradictory systems of thought.

Classically inspired landscapes have remained an essential element of Zhang Xiaoli’s work since the beginning.
From her early project Dialogue Between Pop Culture and Traditional Chinese Painting, where she introduced the
visual vocabulary of Lego toys to traditional Chinese landscape paintings, to her most recent project Surrealism
in Landscape, landscape provides a nodal point in understanding Zhang’s practice. In the Portable Landscape

series, it is the bridge that connects tradition with contemporary culture, especially consumerism. Elsewhere,
landscapes appear as elements of a game, an entry point towards Dao, or as spiritual retreats during a pandemic.
In creating what she calls “spiritual landscapes of the postmodern generation,” Zhang Xiaoli’s work signals a
pictorial return to nature and classicism, and injects this timeless tradition with a renewed confidence.

Zhang Xiaoli’s works are exhibited around the world. Important exhibitions include the 13th National Art
Exhibition in 2019, the “Beijing Youth Art Biennale” held at the Today Art Museum in 2016, the “Senses”
exhibition at the University Museum of Hong Kong in 2015, and the “Fresh Trend” exhibition at the Hong Kong
City Hall in 2014. In recent years, Zhang Xiaoli has held solo exhibitions in Beijing, Hangzhou, and Taiwan,
such as “Zhang Xiaoli: Spectacular at the Tannhauser Gate” at Zhejiang Art Museum in 2023, “Li Galaxy” in 2020
at the Tong Gallery Project Space, “Chen-Kwan” in 2019 at the Daguan Gallery in Taipei. In 2021, her works
were featured as the main visual image at the Cang Lang Ting Garden, Suzhou. In 2023, FQM presented her
latest work “Water” at the 2023 United Nations Chinese Language Day Exhibition “The Highest Virtue Resembles
Water (Lé—%ﬁ).” The same year, she was honored with the “Liu Kuo-Sung Ink Art Award” and became the first
female award recipient.
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1989 Born in Guizhou, China

Now Living and Working in Toronto, Canada

EpucaTioN

2008 Received the Ms. Chu Lam Yiu Full Scholarship
Moved to Hong Kong to study at the Chinese University of Hong Kong

2010 Exchange student at the University of California at Berkeley, USA

2014 Received Bachelor Degree with First Honor, double major in Fine Arts and Biology, at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong

2021 Received Master of Arts degree at the Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing, China

SELECTED AWARDS

2023

2021

2014

2013

2008

Liu Kuo-sung Ink Art Award 2023

Outstanding Graduation Work Award, Central Academy of Fine Arts
Y.S. Hui Fine Arts Award

Wucius Wong Creative Ink Painting Award

Convocation Outstanding Creativity Student Award 2012/2013, Chinese University of
Hong Kong

Ms. Chu Lam Yiu Full Scholarship

SoLo EXHIBITIONS

2024

2023

2020

2019

“Whimsical Maze”, Fu Qiumeng Fine Art, New York, USA

“Zhang Xiaoli: Spectacular at the Tannhauser Gate”, Zhejiang Art Museum, Hangzhou,
China

“Li Galaxy”, Tong Gallery+ Projects, Beijing, China

“Curio Boxes: Zhang Xiaoli’s Portable Landscapes”, Daguan Gallery, Taipei, Taiwan

Groupr EXHIBITIONS

2023

2022

“Expectation @Search @Algorithm”, Yiguan Art Centre, Nanjing, China

“Ink Asia: Liu Kuo-sung Ink Art Award”, HKCEC, Hong Kong, China

“The Highest Virtue Resembles Water”, United Nations Headquarters, New York, NY, USA
“Ink Alchemy: Beyond Tradition”, Alisan Fine Art, Hongkong, China

“The Rain Refreshens”, Fu qiumeng Fine Art, New York, NY, USA

“Art Basel Hong Kong x Artique”, HKCECE, Hong Kong, China
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2021

2020

2019

2018

2017

2016

2015

2014

“Moleskine Detour 2.0”, Moleskine, Shanghai, China
“Suzhou Garden Art Festival”, Cang Lang Ting Garden, Suzhou, China
“POP ROCK?”, Alisan Fine Arts, Hong Kong, China

“Chinese Surrealism, French May Arts Festival Associated Project”, Alisan Fine
Arts-Aberdeen, Hong Kong, China

“Contemporary Forms of Ink Painting”, Alisan Fine Arts, Art Basel Online Viewing
Rooms, Hong Kong, China

“As Time Goes by... New Stories from the Garden”, Suzhou Design Week, The Surging
Wave Pavillion & Ke Yuan, Suzhou, China

“Uniquely Hong Kong: A Celebration in Hong Kong Art”, Alisan Fine Arts, Hong Kong

“The Thirteenth National Art Exhibition”, Guang Dong Museum of Art, Guangzhou, China

“Art Basel 2019”, HKCEC, Hong Kong, China

“Art Basel Hong Kong”, Alisan Fine Arts, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Center, Hong Kong, China

“Art 021 Shanghai Contemporary Art Fair 2019”7, Alisan Fine Arts, Shanghai Exhibition Center, Shanghai,
China

“ART021 Shanghai Contemporary Art Fair 2018”, Alisan Fine Arts, Shanghai Exhibition Center, Shanghai,
China

“HOPE A charity exhibition celebrating the works of outstanding contemporary Chinese women artists”, Alisan
Fine Arts, Hong Kong, China

“Affordable Art Fair: Young Talented Program 2018”, Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Center, Hong
Kong, China

“Rituals by the Wind”, 798 Artand Space, Beijing, China

“Desiring: Post 97 Hong Kong Ink Art”, Alisan Fine Arts, Hong Kong, China
“Ink Asia”, Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Center, Hong Kong, China
“Contemporary Neoclassic: Hong Kong Ink Art”, Daguan Gallery, Taipei, Taiwan
“Beijing Youth Art Biennial”, Today Art Museum, Beijing, China

“Affordable Art Fair”, Metropolitan Pavilion, New York, USA

“Senses: Exhibition of Works by Young Emerging Hong Kong Artists”, University Museum & Art Gallery, Hong
Kong University, Hong Kong, China

“2+2”, EC Gallery, Hong Kong, China
“OFF COURSE: Brussels Art Fair”, Brussels, Belgium
“Fresh Trend 2014”, Hong Kong City Hall, Hong Kong, China

“Graduation Show of Fine Arts Department: We Don’t Drink Water”, The Art Museum of Chinese University
of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China
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“Fine Art Asia”, Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Center, Hong Kong, China
“Lone”, Hui’s Gallery, Hong Kong, China

2013 “Our 1989”, Taipei National University of Arts, Taipei, Taiwan
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info@fuqiumeng.com | Tuesday - Saturday : 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM | 65 East 80th Street, Ground Floor | New York, NY 10075



