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SHEN CHEN

Shen Chen was one of the leading figures of China’s abstract painting and experimental ink art movement
during the 1980s and has devoted his career to exploring the possibilities of ink and the development of
abstract art. The Shanghai Experimental Art Movement was an important period before the well-known The
85 New Wave Movement, which documented the Chinese early abstract and experimental art’s transition to the
contemporary, a vital turning point in Chinese art history. Shen organized and participated in Wild Rose, the
first experimental art exhibition, at the Shanghai Theater Academy (1978), and participated in the landmark
1986 Grand Exhibition — Youth Artists, China National Museum of Art, Beijing.

Shen Chen recapitulates the meditative and deliberative brushwork associated with traditional Chinese ink
brush calligraphy and painting. His language, however, is contemporary. His fully abstract paintings, which
reference the aesthetics of minimalism, are a study of brushstroke, color, and tonality. To create his subtle
umber surfaces, Shen paints with a wide variety of traditional Chinese brushes. Working with canvas on the
studio floor, he layers the surface by moving progressively from top to bottom, in a vertical motion. The discrete
horizontal lines visible on the surface are a record of where each vertical brushstroke began and stopped. It is
this meticulous layering of color that achieves the resonant tonal hues of his paintings, which also manifests his
rigorous discipline.

Shen Chen’s works have been exhibited at various art museums, including National Art Museum of China,
Roma Academy of Fine Arts, Today Art Museum, Queens Museum of Art, Bochum Museum, Shanghai
University Museum, Hexiangning Museum of Contemporary Art, Museum of Chinese in America, Epoch Art
Museum, Yuan Art MuseumHimalaya Museum of Art, Singer Museum of Art, Kunsthalle Recklinghausen,
Museum Hurrle Durbach and ME Collection Berlin. His works are in many public and private collections
including ME Collection Berlin (Germany),Aszo Nobel Art Foundation (Netherland), Duke Energy
Corporation (USA), Johnson & Johnson Foundation (USA), Today Art Museum (China), Stibbe Collection,
(Netherlands), Shanghai University (China), San Shang Museum of Contemporary Art (China), etc.



1955

EDUCATION

1990

1989

1988

1982

1978

Born in Shanghai

Boston University, Massachusetts

Master of Fine Art

New York Studio School of Painting and Sculpture, New York
Exchange Students Award

Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture,Maine
Fellowship Award-Art in Residence

Shanghai Academy of Theater, Shanghai

Bachlor of Fine Art

Shanghai Art College, Shanghai

SELECTED SoLo EXHIBITIONS

2018

2017

2016

2014

2013

2012

2011

SHEN CHEN, Fu Qiumeng Fine Art, New York

SHEN CHEN, Matthew Liu Fine Arts, Shanghai

SHEN CHEN, Gallery Gowolhun, Seoul

SHEN CHEN, Cynthia Reeves Contemporary/Art Central, Hong Kong
SHEN CHEN, NanHai Art Gallery, San Francisco

SHEN CHEN, Ginkgo Space, Beijing

SHEN CHEN, Cynthia Reeves Gallery, New Hampshire

SHEN CHEN, Canvas International Art, Amsterdam

SHEN CHEN, Cynthia Reeves Gallery, Massachusetts

SHEN CHEN - paintings, Galerie Frank Schlag, Essen

Between the Lines—Paintings by Shen Chen, Canvas International Art,
Amsterdam

SHEN CHEN, Cynthia Reeves Gallery, Art Basel, Switzerland
SHEN CHEN, Galerie Frank Schlag, Essen

SHEN CHEN, Cynthia Reeves Contemporary Art, New England
SHEN CHEN - Paintings, Elisabeth de Brabant Art Center, Shanghai

SHEN CHEN —Selected Works from Sanshang Museum, Elisabeth de Brabant
Art Center, Shanghai



2010

2009

2008

2006

1994

1991

1988

1987

1986

1985

1984

SHEN CHEN, San Shang Museum of Contemporary Art, Zhejiang,

Paintings by SHEN CHEN, Shanghai University Art Center, Shanghai

SHEN CHEN, Cynthia Reeves Contemporary Art, New York

SHEN CHEN, Today Art Museum, Beijing

Void but Complete Pictures — Recent Works by SHEN CHEN, Nantong Art Museum, Jiangsu
SHEN CHEN - Recent Works, SanShang Museum of Contemporary Art, Beijing
SHEN CHEN - Recent Paintings, Gallery 456, New York

SHEN CHEN, Ink Paintings, Gallery White Art, Tokyo

Ink of China - Paintings by SHEN CHEN, Mentor Gallery, Virginia

SHEN CHEN- Paintings, China National Museum of Art, Beijing

Abstract Ink Paintings by SHEN CHEN, Beijing Gallery, Beijing

Ink Paintings by SHEN CHEN, Ancient Observatory Gallery, Beijing,

A Collection of Ink Paintings by SHEN CHEN, Roma Academy of Fine Art, Rome

Fresh Experience - Abstract Ink Paintings by SHEN CHEN, China Journalist Society, Beijing

Groupr EXHIBITIONS

2020

2018

2017

2016

2015

NanHai Art at 2020 Art Central Hong Kong x Artsy, NanHai Art, Hong Kong, China
Alienation ?, Eli Klein Gallery, New York, USA

All This, NanHai Art, San Francisco, CA

Bild Macht Religion ( Image power of Religion ), Art Museum Bochum, Bochum

New Avant-Gard Art in Shanghai 1979-2010, Mingyuan Museum, Shanghai

Blurred Boundaries, Art Gallery at New York School of Interior Design, New York
Way of Thinking, Galerie Frank Schlag, Essen

Chinese Abstraction, Cynthia Reeves Gallery, New Hampshire

FARBE, Galerie Frank Schlag, Essen

Open Books, Charles E. Shain Library, Connecticut College, Connecticut

Abstract Art in Dialogue, Art Gallery New York School of Interior Design, New York
Neo Moroism, Tokyo Gallery, Beijing

Research exhibition on Contemporary Chinese Line-School, Epoch Art Museum, Wenzhou
Paper Theatre, Pearl Lam Gallery, Shanghai

Abstract Painting from Chinese, Galerie Frank Schlag, Essen

An Exhibition in Celebration of Shanghai Academy of Theater 70th Anniversary, Dorgan
Museum, Shanghai



2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

2008

2007

The Supremacy of Invisible - Chinese Abstract painting, Museum Hurrle,
Durbach

Another Utopia — Shanghai Abstract Art, Ming Yuan Museum, Shanghai

A Fragment in the Course of Time — Landscape of Chinese Ink Art in 1980s,
Himalaya Museum of Art, Shanghai

Asian Contemporary Art from China, Japan and Korea, Galerie Frank Schlag,
Essen

Choate | Chaos, Cynthia-Reeves Gallery, New England

China |Germany: Abstract Painting Today, WILO Art Foundation, Dortmund
China |Germany: Abstract Painting Today, WILO Art Foundation, Beijing
Chinese Abstract (Slow) Art, Kunsthalle Recklinghausen

Change, Yuan Art Museum, Beijing

Buddha’s Trace - Contemporary Art from Asia, Bochum Museum, Bochum
Chinese Abstract Painting Now, Galerie Frank Schlag, Essen

Chinese Abstract (Slow) Art, Singer Museum, Laren, the Netherlands
Breathing, Sylvia Wald Art Foundation, New York

Assimilating Antiquity, Yuan Art Museum, Beijing

The Coincidence of Opposites, Causey Contemporary, New York

Here and Now, Museum of Chinese in America, New York
Contemporary Ink Painting, Duolun Museum of Modern Art, Shanghai
How Chinese, Gallery 456, New York

The Power of Contemporary Chinese Abstraction, Macao Museum of Art,
Macao

Remembering how the air shimmers- Abstract art by Three Artists, 1918 Art
Space, Shanghai

Return to the modern, Xi Hu Museum of Art, Zhejiang

Turn to Abstract - A Retrospective of Shanghai Experimental Art 1976-1985,
Zhendai Museum of Modern Art, Shanghai

Quiet Quest: Realism to Abstraction, One Moon Gallery, Beijing
Works by Three Artists, East Link Gallery, Shanghai
Asian Contemporary Art, Sotheby’s, New York

Qi Yun-An International Traveling Exhibition of Chinese Abstraction, Hexiangning
Museum; OCT Contemporary Art Terminal, Shenzhen; Art Now Gallery,
Beijing

Qi Yun-An International Traveling Exhibition of Chinese Abstraction, Hanart



TZ Gallery; Artist Commune, Hong Kong; China Square Gallery, New York

Asian Contemporary Art, SanShang Art Museum; China Square Gallery, New
York

Contemporary Asian Art, Sotheby’s, New York
Echoes €4 Reflections, China Square Gallery, New York

2006 Queens International, Queens Museum of Art, New York
International Modern Ink Painting, Asian Cultural Center, New York

New Chinese Occidentalism- Chinese Contemporary Art in New York, Ethan
Cohen Gallery, New York

2005 Simplicity, Crystal Art Foundation, New York

The Art Ville, Two Times Thirteen Gallery, New York

2003 Between the Lines, China 2000 Fine Art Gallery, New York
Creations on Paper by Chinese Artists, China 2000 Fine Art Gallery, New
York
1998 Skowhegan Alumni Exhibition, David Beitzel Gallery, New York
1995 Pacific Artists in New York, New World Arts Center, New York
1993 Paintings by Three Contemporary Chinese Artists, Avatar Gallery, Chicago
1990 Contemporary Chinese Paintings, Muse Gallery, Boston

41’ Salon Jeune Peinture 1990, Grand Palais, Paris

1989 Beijing - New York, Contemporary Chinese € American Art 11, Nielsen
Gallery, Boston

1988 Beijing-New York, Contemporary Chinese €# American Art I, Snug Harbor
Cultural Center, New York

1986 Grand Exhibition — Youth Artists, China National Museum of Art, Beijing
Paintings by Eight Artists, Zhongshan Park Gallery, Beijing
1982 Annual Exhibition - Oil Paintings, Shanghai Museum of Art, Shanghai
1981 Art of Youth Artists, Youth Palace, Shanghai
New Paintings, Ningbo Museum of Art, Zhejiang

1980 Water Color and Gouache Paintings, Circuit Exhibition in Six Provinces,
Shanghai Museum of Art; Nanjing art Museum; Guangzhou Museum of Art

1979 Annual Art Exhibition, Shanghai Museum of Art, Shanghai

1978 Wild Rose - An Exhibition of Experimental Art, Shanghai Academy of Theater,
Shanghai



ART ACTIVITES AND EXPERIENCES

2018

2016

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

Gallery Talk, Paintings, Matthew Liu Fine arts, Shanghai

Recording Interview, Gray the only color He Painted for Four Years, Bazzar
Magazine

Gallery Talk, Clarity of Vision, Emptiness of Mind, Gallery Gowolhun, Seoul
TV Interview, Shen Chen, Seoul TV station, South Korea

Panelist, Neo Moroism — Contemporary Art in Asia, Tokyo Gallery, Beijing
Media Interview, In Thrall to No One, < Art Compilation >, Beijing

Exhibition Interview, Contemporary Chinese Line-School, Epoch Art Museum,
Wenzhou

Exhibition Dialogue, Shen Chen/Jonathan Goodman, SHEN CHEN, Cynthia
Reeves Gallery, Massachusetts

Media Interview, Chinese Artists in New York and Their Creative Life,
Conducted by Echo He for <Art News> 3/2014, New York

Panelist, Reflections on the Condition of Recent Chinese Art. New York University, NY

Panelist, Asian-American Art Today: The Chinese Diaspora. Fred Torres
Collaborations, New York

TV Interview, Shen Chen at Elisabeth Gallery, <Shanghai Today> English
Channel TV, Shanghai

TV Interview, Shen Chen’s Abstraction, < International Channel Shanghai> TV,
Shanghai

Recording Interview, Conversation in Chinese Abstract Painting, <Art
International> Online Magazine, Beijing

Recording Interview, A Dialogue with Shen Chen, <Hangzhou Magazine>,
Hangzhou

Panelist, Assimilating Antiquity, Yuan Museum of Art, Beijing
Panelist, Here and Now. Museum of Chinese in America, New York
Panelist, How Chinese, Gallery 456, New York

Panelist, Turn to Abstract, Zhendai Museum of Modern Art, Shanghai
Panelist, Qi Yun, China Square Gallery, New York

Panelist, Void but Complete Pictures, Nantong Art Museum, Jiangshu

Exhibition Interview, Shen Chen’s Painting in Nantong, <Jianghai News>,
Jiangshu

Panelist, Qi Yun — Chinese Abstract Painting, He Xiangning Museum,
Shenzhen

Exhibition Interview, Chinese Abstract Painting Today, <South China News>,
Shenzhen



2006

2005
2003
2001
1995

1990

1989

1988

1985
1986
1982

1981

Exhibition Coordinator, International Traveling Exhibition of Chinese Abstraction,
J&J Foundation, New York

Essay Interview, Chinese Calligraphy and Shen Chen’s Painting, conducted by
Fay Ku, Pratt Institute

Exhibition Interview, Shen Chen and his Abstract Paintings, <World Journal>,
New York

Exhibition Interview, Splendid Abstraction, <Sing Dao Daily>, New York
Exhibition Interview, New Abstract Painting, <World Journal>, New York
Exhibition Interview, Between the Lines, < Sing Dao Daily >, New York
Set Design, Tian Ji, New Jersey Preforming Arts Center, New Jersey
Curator, Artists from Asia Pacific, New World Arts Center, New York

Group interview |/ Ai Weiwei, Hongtu Zhang, Shen Chen, Chinese Artists in
New York, <New York Times>, New York

Set Design, China men’s Chance, Majestic Theater, New York
Set Design, War Dance, Boston University, Massachusetts
Exhibition Interview, Beijing — New York, <China Times Weekly>, New York

Recording Interview, Shen Chen and his Ink Abstraction, <Fine Arts in China>,
Beijing

TV Interview, Shen Chen’s Abstract Ink Paintings, <Evening News>, Beijing
TV, Beijing

Set Design, Court Dancer, China Opera and Dance Company, Beijing
Set Design, Splendid Han, Henan Opera and Dance Company, Henan
Set Design, the Family, Shanghai Academy of Theater, Shanghai
Co-Curator, New Paintings, Ningbo Art Museum, Zhejiang

Set Design, Nora, Shanghai Academy of Theater, Shanghai

SELECTED COLLECTIONS

ME collection, Germany

White Rabbet Museum, Sydney, Australia

Collection of Reydan Weiss, Germany
Akzo Nobel Art Foundation, the Netherlands
Duke Energy Corporation, USA

Johnson and Johnson Foundation, USA
Stibbe Collection, the Netherlands
Collection of Fu Ruide, the Netherlands
Shanghai University, China



San Shang Museum of Contemporary Art, China
Today Art Museum, China

Nantong Art Museum, China

J&J Art Foundation, USA

Ningbo Museum of Art, China
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1994 UMy RkBET GEREK > KR F

1991 ‘YRR -RMERRERT XHEK hERDR

1988 “bedmET > PEEKRE > X

1987 “RMwiHmHEKkESE > X B X

1986 “htekBEBEBRER > FNLEE 0 LR

1985 “RMKRBEHKL S FLERFER > T
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2017 “AEFHOBMELR AT NRTEREK > AY
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2011 “HiE - ERERT > RMERE > K
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1998 “RAHEER S KD NEREF o AY

1995 CTARARREEIREARZMERRE, HERLR P, 424

1993 CUERFEEZAREZART FMRBHER 0 X hoF
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Watch Shen Chen’s documentary film Finding Grey by click here:

https://fuqiumeng.com/en/shenchenfilm/
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info@fuqiumeng.com | Tuesday - Saturday : 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM | 65 East 80th Street, Ground Floor | New York, NY 10075



